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EDITORIAL. 


Our readers are now preparing for the Southport Conference, 
which offers an opportunity for reviewing the present curious posi- 
tion of the library profession. We have had crises in the past, but 
none perhaps quite so acute as the present, because no one knows 
where we are drifting. We understand that Mr. Fisher has invited 
the Library Association to submit our views on the proposed legis- 
lative (or other) changes, and possibly the Association will now 
express itself. Our past experience of educationists leads us to 
think that it will be unwise to oppose close co-operation, or even 
coalescence, with education authorities—that, in short, they will 
absorb us whether we like it or not—at least in some way. If we 
can preserve a certain independence of action and of status we shall 
perhaps not suffer to much as will be the case if we are placed 
entirely under the local education committees, and if the library 
committees become merely sub-committees of the larger bodies. 

* * * 


For the first time since 1915 there is to be a Library Association 
Council election, and there are new candidates as well as all the old 
ones. It will be remembered that the President proposed a motion 
at a recent annual meeting to the effect that there should be no 
Council nominations. This was remitted to the Council—with the 
usual result—the Council has modestly re-nominated itself. There 
may be something to say for the method; we have yet to learn 
what. The President-Elect is Mr. G. A. Barwick, of the British 
Museum, who is now retiring from the high office of Keeper of the 
Printed Books. This is a good selection, and a graceful tribute to 
a pleasant, cultured, and he!pful librarian. At the same time, we 
cannot but regret that the whirligig of time involves the retirement 
of Mr. MacAlister, perhaps the most influential and beneficent 
figure in the Library Association. Much of the recent publicity 
given to libraries, and the establishment of the Library School, 
certainly, is due to him. We do not exaggerate when we say he is 
liked by all, his policy is feared and criticised by the conservative 
and reactionary elements in the L.A., and is enthusiastically 
endorsed by all the younger men whose minds reach forward to the 
future. In many ways he is the youngest member of the Council 
and the most. vigorous. 

* * * 

A tribute of thanks is due to Mr. G. E. Roebuck for the statistical 
return of public libraries which he has published in the June issue 
of The L.A. Record. It gives the rating, average income, stock, 
issue, and borrowers, in connection with almost every library in 
the Kingdom, and several useful deductions can be made from it. 
At the same time it would be useful if this information were supple- 
mented by a return showing the distribution of expenditure over 
staff, books, buildings, etc., and the quality of the issues; but no 
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doubt this will come later. It is humiliating to learn that some 
libraries did not make any or proper returns, although the circular 
went out with the full weight of the L.A., and the results were 
obviously for submission to the Government. Some librarians are 
beyond redemption in their complacent supineness. 

* ~ * 


If the press reports are accurate, the Ilford Libraries staff has 
the distinction of being the first similar staff to join in a strike of 
municipal employees. The strike was, we believe, a sympathetic 
one in connection with the workmen's demand for a 47 hours week. 
Similar municipal strikes are threatened, which we suppose may 
involve library staffs. Some of them are likely to arise over the 
questions of the dispositions of war bonuses. Again, many library 
staffs are still unjustly paid on a scale inferior to that of other 
departments of local authorities, as the decision of the Kensington 
Council to pay its library staff upon equal scale with other staffs 
demonstrates. We do not know if this can be dealt with by the 
Library Association. But the association might point out what 
present-day salaries ought to be. We do not mean that it should fix 
maximum and minimum scales, as we regard these as entirely 
mischievous. We mean that it should emphasise the relation of 
present to pre-war payment; for example, the Medical Officers of 
Health demand a 334 per cent. advance on substantive pre-war 
salaries as a just, if inadequate, concession to the cost of living. 
It might be well for librarians to have a similar statement. 


~ 7” * 


There has been an unusual number of library appointments 
vacant recently, at salaries which show some advance on those paid 
before the war. In this direction, however, there is still room for 
improvement, and one place, which we do not name, has offered 
£130 per annum for a whole-time librarian—a manifestly inade- 
quate figure. Other appointments include: Cambridge University 
Library (secretary), £350 ; Leeds University (librarian), £400; and 
other chief positions include the Raffles Library, Singapore, 
£525-95 ; Dunfermline, £350; Hammersmith, £300 and £60 war _ 
bonus and residence ; Newport, Mon., £300; Watford, £250; and 
the Rural Libraries, Wilts., £250. Subordinate positions are 
National Library of Wales, seniors £400 and £350, with juniors at 
£200 and £150; Bethnal Green, sub-librarian, £200, and senior, 
£150; Eastbourne, senior, £150; and Derby, branch assistant, 
£175. The notable point is that chief posts are the more inade- 
quately paid: £300 is much too small for Hammersmith, and 
insufficient for Newport. On the other hand, Wilts., in paying 
£250, which is quite a modest sum, has done much better than any 
former rural library known to us. 

There are still several libraries which are without permanent 
librarians—Plymouth, Wigan, and others—and we hope the 
vacancies will now be thrown open to competition. 
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OBJECTIONS TO MNEMONIC CLASSIFICATION. 
By Rosinson SMITH. 


In reply to M. Otlet’s article in the July number of the ‘‘ Library 
World,” I should like to summarise the various objections that are 
made to the alphabetic mnemonic classification of books in libraries, 
in order to see if they rest on a sound basis. 

(1) M. Otlet’s first objection is that the scheme is not mnemonic 
throughout. This is no longer true, as the mnemonics continue 
through the alphabet down to Z = Zoology. 

(2) His second objection—that it is not international. As a 
classification it is precisely as international as a decimal system. 
W will suggest War to a Frenchman as easily as 355 will. It is 
only as a mnemonic notation, that it fails to be international, and 
even on that score it has an advantage over other classifications, 
since in 22 out of its 26 classes the initial letter is the same in 
French as in English, and in the remaining four the suggestion, if 
ouly of a foreign tongue, is there as a reminder, precisely as B for 
Belles-Lettres would remain in an Englishman's memory longer 
than M or 800 would. The Yale class termed Kulturgeschichte is 
more easily remembered as K than D or 301. 

(3) M. Otlet suggests that a subject-index will be necessary in 
order to determine under what synonym a subject has been classi- 
fied. Precisely so, as with every other classification, only the 
subject-index would be used far less than with the decimal system 
for three reasons. Things being listed alphabetically on large- 
lettered signs, one spots his subject much more quickly; secondly, 
at least twenty cognate subjects are listed on a sign instead of ten, 
so that one arrives at his subject much more quickly ; thirdly, once 
or twice he has been through the process of finding the mnemonic 
symbol of his subject by the sign-cards, the reader remembers the 
symbol, as for instance TTS (Trades, Textiles, Silk). With M. 
Otlet’s decimal system one must consult the subject-index over and 
over again, since the symbol is 677.3, which one would not remem- 
ber from one week to another. As further proof of this, the Con- 
gressional Library Classification serves: give one glance at the 
chart as printed in Sayers’ Canons of Classification, and you will 
note and remember that G is Geography, M Music, and T Tech- 
nology, but you quickly forget the others because they are not 
mnemonic. As M. Otlet said to me in Paris last January, when 
Il represents History, it ceases to be a symbol—‘ c'est la chose 
méme.”” 

(4) M. Otlet thinks that four digits are easier to handle than 
four letters, forgetting that in any alphabetic system nearly twice as 
many subjects are covered by three letters as by four digits. In 
fact, such is the waste in the decimal system, caused by the fre- 
quent sub-dividing, that very often two letters of the mnemonic 
suffice for a subject where four digits are required, as in the example 
suggested by M. Otlet: according to Dewey, Diplomacy is 341.7 ; 
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according to the alphabetic mnemonic, it is ID (International 
relations, Diplomacy). 

(5) M. Otlet complains that the mnemonic system does not suffi- 
ciently subordinate parts to wholes. This non-subordination may 
be a virtue if it enables one to get at the book or group of books 
more quickly. Thus, the mind does not stop at Sociology before 
passing on to Law, but goes directly to L—-Law ; nor stop at Useful 
Arts in getting at Medicine, but goes directly to M-—Medicine. 
The decimal system, permitted as it is to list only ten things at a 
time, must keep sub-ordinating whether there is reason for it or no: 
to subordinate is its only way of moving forward. 


(7) M. Otlet’s chief claim for the decimal system is that it per- 
mits one toc lassify and symbolise the most minute particles of 
knowledge, such as salaries in France in the textile industries, for 
which the rubric is 331.2 :677(44). But the mnemonic system 
permits the same and with a shorter rubric. As small a thing as a 
comma is covered by six letters (Trades, Printing, Composition, 
Fount, Points, Comma). 

(8) Psychologically, M. Otlet continues, the superiority of the 
decimal system over every other rests in the fact that the numbers 
follow the division of a subject as the mind follows it, but this state- 
ment is false in theory, first because the mind frequently divides a 
subject into more than ten parts, as for example, Biography: 
Artists, Commercial, Doctors, Educators, Financiers, Generals, 
Historians, Inventors, and so on, down to Statesmen and 
Travellers ; secondly, because if the mind wishes a certain division 
of a subject, it should not be made to go through other divisions to 
get to it. If I wish to consult a card-index on Vitamines, there is 
no reason why my mind or my hand should bother with all the 
other nutrients that logically come before it. M. Otlet’s statement 
is false in practice because the decimal system which he defends is 
one of the most illogical of present classifications. It begins the 
Arts with Landscape-gardening, which is one of the last that one 
would think of, and ends with Amusements, which may not be Art 
at all. Sociology begins with Statistics, and ends with Folk-lore, 
which is almost the reverse of the way the mind would travel. It 
is the very thought required to suit the subjects to the letters of the 
aiphabet, coupled with the chance of 26 divisions instead of 10, 
that in practice makes the listings of the mnemonic so much more 
adequate. 

(9) M. Otlet thinks that in consulting the needs of a smal] public 
library one thereby neglects the needs of scientific bibliography. 
On the contrary, I believe that the small library or reference-room 
is a microcosm of the British Museum or M. Otlet’s huge card-index. 
The larger is the outgrowth of the smaller. The psychology in the 
matter of finding a book obtains in the one as the other. The 
quicker I can get at a volume, the quicker I can get at information 
within that volume. And what, I think, we must all constantly 
remind ourselves in these discussions is that the crying need in all 
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library-work to-day is, Bring the books to the people and the people 
to the books. Do not, with your classification, build a Chinese 
wall between them, even to please your own idea as to how know- 
ledge should be sorted. Show the readers who come into your 
library something that will at once tell them where they are at. 
They will know where they are at if Art is in section A, and 
Biography in section B, and they will go and find books for them- 
selves and be at home. They have come in from the hot and dusty 
world, and they wish immediate refreshment. They do not wish 
to wait about until someone else has finished with the subject-index, 
or looking in the subject-index for Graphic to read, See Grafic. 
Nor will they always trust, if they know their subject, other people's 
minute card-indexing of that subject. Let your large guide-cards 
lead me quietly and quickly to my subject, is all they ask. That 
the mnemonic system will do that in half the time required 
by the other classifications, is the challenge I am now ready 
to give, at least as far as the second letter: in other words 
for books on all ordinary subjects. Let the fifty subjects that 
are most called for in libraries be listed, and in turn let this 
list be symbolised according to the various systems by pupils in a 
library-school unfamiliar with any of them. Let the time taken 
for each system be recorded. I may add that the Mnemonic 
System as now developed has been printed as a chart, and will be 
forwarded gratis by the Library World to anyone interested. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 
Tue Scroon. 

I suppose you are quite right to be so concerned with the Univer- 
sity Library School. I, in my age, read of the opportunities now 
before the youngsters with a rueful envy, remembering the struggles 
of my teens and twenties to gain technical knowledge. It will be 
a matter of absorbing interest to watch the evolutions of the young 
generation which one day will possess our (at present) not too com- 
fortable seats. My own view lines on with your own in that I 
believe all librarians should support the School. I hear that the 
Director will be Dr. Baker, and I believe him to be the right man. 
Of the staff of the School I know nothing as yet; but I expect they 
will be chosen with care. I don't know if young assistants ever 
look over our letters, in case they do, I remark that the School 
will be the test of all their possibilities; the future lies with the 
School students. 

THE CoNFERENCE. 

I await some more definite news of the Southport Meeting. Will 
the coal dispute of the last few weeks, from which restricted train 
services are threatened, in any way interfere with it? Of course, 
the matter is not serious for you, as you can easily do Southport and 
return in a day from your city, but it is serious for me and such 
others as are at the other end of the Kingdom. In any case, we 
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must hold this Meeting. The Council availed itself of war con- 
ditions to get out of Conferences during two or three war years, 
although other bodies of a like kind—-particularly the educationists 
who are likely to swallow us—met, resolved, and attained. The 
Council must not be permitted any such liberty this year. With 
Adult Education Committee Reports and the Ministry of Education 
brooding over us, we have too much at stake to let any opportunity 
slip of consolidating our views. The programme ought to be ready 
by now, but July has gone (as is usual) without any sign of it. 
ELEcTIONS. 

Wherefore, I dream of changes in the Council. It is a good fight 
this year, and the nominations are unusually many. One outstanding 
feature of the voting paper is the modesty of the North-Western 
Branch ; they have only two new nominees this year, bless them! 
The L.A.A. seems to be coming out strong, and I see Te Library 
Assistant asks for a ‘‘ closed vote-—-I mean a vote only for its 
nominees. I suppose the L.A.A. can do what it likes, but I am 
afraid these tactics have not succeeded in the past. At the same 
time the L.A.A. is not a branch of the L.A., and is not using L.A. 
funds to secure the return of certain candidates. 

More JovurNa.ism. 

The ignorance of our work displayed by some newspapers con- 
tinues to astonish me. It seems that in the Croydon Annual 
Report the suggestion was made for that town of a children’s 
library on the lines well-known to us all, of a separate room with 
reference books and periodicals under a trained librarian who could 
give story hours. The Daily Chronicle seized on the suggestion as 
if it were an adopted scheme, and, never having heard of a 
children’s department before, (Heaven knows how juornalists 
manage to be so unaware of things!) retailed these particulars under 
the caption, ‘‘ Super Librarian °; The Daily Sketch seems to have 
interviewed Mr. Sayers, and a‘so finds the suggestion entirely novel, 
while an altogether sloppy paragraph on the scheme appeared in 
“‘ The Best of the Batch.” I do not blame Mr. Sayers for seeing 
these journalists, and I cannot think that he uttered some of the 
nonsense they report; but I hope it will be a warning to him to 
avoid the whole race. Which reminds me to say that I am pleased 
Mr. Pacy has rapped someone over the knuckles in 7'he Rochdale 
Times for certain slighting references to public libraries. Why 
are not all these ignorant references taken up! The letter which 
you send me from Mr. G. L. Locke, of Toronto, gives good reasons. 

Mr. Locke anp “ Tue Dairy Grapuic.” 

Your remarks on The Daily Graphie’s suggestion that the public 
should pay a small admission fee to public libraries, drew a letter 
from Mr. Locke to the Editor of that paper, pointing out the 
absurdity of the argument in these days of enlightenment, and 
showing how far Canada was ahead of the Old Country in such 
matters. Mr. Locke sent you a copy with the remark that it would 
be well if every ill-informed or ill-advised press reference were 
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challenged. We make the mistake, he says, of supposing editors 

and the public to be as well-informed as ourselves. Such a method 

had been adopted in Canada with excellent results. I am in 

entire agreement with our most able Canadian colleague. 
CLosinG 

Hampstead has closed two of its branch libraries, and Manchester 
has closed one, on account of lack of funds; so we are getting on. 
Probably there is no more effective plan of drawing public atten- 
tion to our pitiable financial state than to follow the sensible plan 
of closing a branch. It should be, for legitimate tactical reasons, 
the busiest branch in the system. Then a public outcry from its 
district will arise; to which the obvious and logical answer can be 
made that when the town provides the means the libraries com- 
mittee will be only too happy to resume its activities. A general 
course of such policy would raise enough public opinion to make 
even the Government bestir itself a little. We err when we suppose 
the Government is sacrosanct, immoveable; it is composed of 
men like ourselves who must obey the will of the people. 

Mr. SavaGe as APOLOGIST. 

Once upon a time I heard Mr. E. A. Savage, who then lived in 
the North-West (and I suppose imbibed its curious library air), read 
a paper, swiping the L.A., and its London branch in particular. 
There is no better way of reforming a critic than to employ him ; 
and Mr. Savage has since done admirable work as honorary secre- 
tary of the Technical Libraries’ Committee. Now he has written a 
useful pregis of the Adult Education Committee’s report, concluding 
with the pious remark: ‘‘ The publication of the report is a com- 
plete answer to the criticisms that the Council of the Library 
Association has been lethargic and dilatory during the war and the 
subsequent period of reconstruction.” This is really interesting. 
In my ignorance I thought that the Report was a reply (in the 
affirmative) to the demand of the W.E.A. that libraries should be 
merged into the education system. Anyway, the W.E.A. is 
strongly represented on the committee and the L.A. not at all. 
Perhaps Mr. Savage knows more than I do; but evidently he is 
thoroughly satisfied with the L.A. as it is; and that, also, is one 
symptom of the beginning of old age. 
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CALLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of “‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’] 
NOTE. 

The following strange request was recent!y received by a Borough 
Librarian, the book in question being Cheesman’s ‘‘ Peter ” :— 

““ Would you be so kind as to let me have this book to keep in 
exchange for two I have sent, or I will pay you for it, as I have 
just lost two little boys, and I haven't a photograph of either, and 
this little boy in the book is just the image of ‘my eldest one. 
Please try to oblige.” 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes 
and other local items of general interest are particularly welcome.] 
At the Burton-upon-Trent Public Library commendable activity 

has occurred. A valuable exhibition of the paintings of Alfred 

East, R.A., drew large appreciative attendances; and a late local 

resident has presented to the Museum a unique collection of British 

birds’ eggs. During the last six months the juvenile collection —of 
which a compact new catalogue is to hand—showed an issue of over 

4,200, a record. 

We are amused by the serious criticisms of rural libaries made by 
the Bazaar, Exchange and Mart, which, to our continuing astonish- 
ment, imagines it knows something about them. We give a recent 
sample with the reflection that the admission about British 
Columbia shows that the writer has not the least idea of what he is 
talking about :-—“‘ Travelling libraries for remote villages are being 
talked about, but we are pessimistic enough to think that such a 
scheme is not likely to mature. The idea is to send out books in 
boxes to responsible persons in outlying districts and to distribute 
them among the inhabitants with some sort of a guarantee, of 
course, that they will be returned within a reasonable length of 
time. In some country places there are church, and it may be 
institute, libraries, but in others no books are available from any 
source, and it is districts such as these that are more particularly 
to be served should the intentions of the promoters be carried into 
effect. We believe that some such scheme is being worked with a 
certain amount of success in one of our colonies——in British 
Columbia, we think—-but we do not know the details. What we do 
know, however, is that the circumstances are totally different, and 
that there is every reason to believe that what might be a manifest 
advantage there would not necessarily prove so in home districts 
which, though isolated enough from one point of view, are never- 
theless congested by comparison.” 

A deputation from Mancuester was received by the President of 
the Board of Education on 3rd July, which advocated assistance 
from the sum of £1,000,000 recently allocated for industrial 
research, in order that a technical department of the municipal 
libraries, to be supported partly by the library rate, might be set 
up at Manchester. Sir Alexander Porter said that while there were 
excellent technical ard research institutions, these could not be 
effective unless students had access to a library giving the literature 
of all the industrial countries of the world. Such a library would 
supply technical journals of all languages, foreign and English 
patents, ete. Mr. H. A. L. Fisher replied that he recognized the 
importance of adequate technical libraries, and in view of the 
transfer of libraries to the Board of Education he might be able to 
do something to further the object of the deputation, and he would 
consult the President of the Board of Trade on the matter. 
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PERSONAL. 


“The King of Italy has conferred upon Mr. Henry D. Roberts, 
M.B.E., Director of the Public Library, Museums and Fine Art 
Galleries, Brighton, the distinction of Chevalier of the Crown of 
Italy, for services rendered during the war. The King has been 
pleased to give permission to Mr. Roberts to accept and wear this 
decoration. Our energetic and resourceful Director (of many things) 
is now the holder of four decorations, for, in addition to the Order 
of the British Empire and this Italian decoration, he was appointed 
Officier de |’ Instruction Publique (France) in 1910, and Knight 
(First Class) of the Royal Swedish Order of Vasa in 1911. There 
are few men who can undertake so many and so varied duties as 
Mr. Roberts can, and do them all so well.-—‘‘ Brighton Herald,” 
14th June, 1919. 


REPORTS. 


Central Library for Students, London. Third Annual Report, 

1918-19. . 

Librarian: Henry A. Twort. Income, £3,427; expenditure, 
£2,948. Stock: 15,020. Issues: 11,337. 

In view of the proposal of the Ministry of Reconstruction’s Adult 
Education Committee that this library should gradually grow until 
it becomes a reservoir library for the Kingdom, this report deserves 
careful study. The library has not been advertised during the 
year, and its work has been normal. It is definitely growing, how- 
ever, and its value is incalculable. Eight thousand volumes have 
been added during the year, many of them in connection with tech- 
nical reading for wounded soldiers, for which the Ministry of 
Pensions made a grant of £50—-the first State aid received by the 
Library (and little too!) ; the army education scheme, a suggestion 
of the War Office, which granted £1,000, while the Carnegie 
Trustees granted a further like sum; the British Prisoners of War 
Educational Book Scheme; and the University Extension Book 
Union. As our readers now know well, the main purpose of the 
library is to supply free to isloated students the more recondite 
books on subjects of a serious character. The library supplements 
public libraries, and prefers to work through them; and a co- 
ordination of the activities of both is desirable. A curious fact 
arises in connection herewith, and that is that the Central Library 
often receives applications from towns for books which must 
obviously be in the local public library; and the problem that 
emerges is how can we so advertise public libraries that such appli- 
cants try their own libraries first? It is obvious that the Central 
Library must do better work if it can rely upon students to exhaust 
local possibiliies first ; seeing that it has only very inadequate funds, 
and these should not be used in the unnecessary dup!icating of local 
library stocks. 
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Croydon (County Borough). Thirtieth Annual Report of the 

Libraries’ Committee, 1918-19. 

Chief Librarian: W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. Population, 
186,917. Income: £4,600; from rate (ld.), £4,384. Expenditure : 
Books, binding and periodicals, £1,055; rents and loans, £305; 
salaries, wages and allowances, £2,341. Stock: Lending, 71,574; 
reference, 36,288. Issues: Lending, 489,525; reference, 117,100— 
an over all increase of 54,115. 

An unprecedented increase of work is recorded, the issues being 
the highest yet made, while borrowers’ tickets number 29,123, as 
against 26,497. Seventy-three library lectures were given, including 
courses to juvenile unemployed, story hours for children, etc. ; there 
were nine exhibitions ; books for the blind were circulated ; the Roll 
of Honour was kept up-to-date; and over a thousand gifts are 
recorded. The report lays emphasis on the need for a complete 
children’s department, and indicates that one is in contemplation ; 
and throughout the financial position is deplored, and the hope of 
legislative relief is expressed. ‘The Committee makes graceful 
acknowledgment of the work of the Chief Librarian and staff, in 
particular that of Mr. Henry A. Sharp, who for the last three years 
acted as Deputy Librarian. 

Norwich (City). Annual Report of the Public Library Committee, 

1918-19. 

City Librarian: Geo. A. Stepuen. Income: £1,886—from 1d. 
rate, £1,818. Expenditure: Books, binding and periodicals, £422 ; 
salaries, £899. Stock: Lending, 20,145; reference (no figures). 
Issues: Lending, 126,355; reference, 13,190—an over all increase 
of 680. 

As usual, the library has been busy in various ways. The new 
feature is a Norfolk Roll of Honour to be compiled under the super- 
vision of the City Librarian “ provided that wages for the necessary 
clerical assistance and the other expenses are not charged to the 
public library funds.” Twelve fortnightly lectures were given ; 
books for the blind were issued; and an art exhibition was held. 
Lt.-Col. R. E. Crighton, of the General Staff, 64th Division, wrote 
cordially in appreciation of the work of the library, and in par- 
ticular of Mr. Stephen, in connection with the many lectures 
arranged for the troops. Sympathetic reference is made to the 
death of Dean Beeching, and the City Librarian receives the Com- 
mittee’s appreciation. 

Radcliff (Urban District). Librarian's Annual Report, 1918. 

Librarian: Avpert CLEGG. Population, 25,700. Income: £544 
—from ld. rate, £423. Expenditure: Books, binding and periodi- 
cals, £163; salaries, £390-—excess expenditure, £37. Stock : 
Lending, 9,467; reference, 1,270. Issues: Lending, 88,005; 
reference, 1,144—-an over all increase of 15,979. 

A typewritten record of a busy, useful little library which is 
obviously under-financed. Over 13 per cent. of the population are 
borrowers, and the issue record seems to us to be remarkably good. 
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REVIEWS. 


GENERAL. 

Tue Fourts Dimension. By an Officer of the Grand Fleet. Co. 
8vo., pp. 90, paper covers. C. W. Daniel, Ltd., 1919. 2/- nett. 
This little study contains no abstruse mathematical discussion of the 

fourth dimension, but deals with the subject rather from the philosophical 

point of view. The author exhorts the world to believe “that man is 
divine; created in the image of God; has creative power; can create a new 
world as real as this world; can create for himself a world of the Fourth 

Dimension, in which materialities can be dissolved at a word.’’ Well 

worth considering as a study. 

FICTION. 

Avpanest, E. Marta. Diana Falls in Love. Cr. 8vo., pp. 313. 
Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. 1919. 6/- nett. 

A domestic story which lacks some of this well-known author's usual 
charm, The heroine becomes companion to an eccentric lady and inherits 
her wealth, and the hero turns out to be—but that is for the reader to 
discover. 

Binpioss, Harotp. Dearham’s Inheritance. Cr. 8vo., pp. 319. 
Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. 1919. 6/- nett. 

Begins in a setting of wild Canadian life which is very well done, 
Dearham inherits English property and brings his Canadian friends home. 
After many vicissitudes they settle in peace ‘and happiness at Langrigg. 





LIBRARY ASSOCIATION : Ne NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 
QUARTERLY MEETING AT RAWTENSTALL. 


Between fifty and sixty persons attended this meeting on Thurs- 
day, July 10th, 1919. Mr. Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L., President, 
occupied the chair. A hearty welcome was extended to ‘the visitors 
by the Mayoress of Rawtenstall (Mrs. Crabtree) and Councillor 
Compston, J.P., Chairman of the local Committee. Amongst those 
present were A. Lancaster (Immediate Past President), G. T. Shaw 
and R. Ashton (Vice-Presidents), H. Il. Bolton, J.P. (Newchurch), 
and several members of the Rawtenstall Town Council, W. P. 
Woolston (Vice-President North-Midland Library Association), J. 
Pomfret (Summer School Secretary), HH. Wilkinson (Chief 
Librarian, Rawtenstall), J. W. Singleton (Ion. Secretary), and 
others representing Ashton-under-Lyne, Darwen, Blackburn, Colne, 
Radcliffe, Southport, Accrington, Rawtenstall, Ilaslingden, Iley- 
wood, Chorley, Bebington, Burnley, Bolton, Manchester and 
Atherton. 

Mr. G. T. Shaw (Liverpool) read a paper of ‘‘ Reconstruction and 
the Public Library,” in which he outlined the inception and pro- 
gress of the Public Library movement and the parsimonious attitude 
of the legislature throughout the whole of the period. He sug- 
gested that if funds could not be provided for the proper uskeep 
of the library it should be closed rather than starved, that the rate 
limit should be abolished, and that towns over a certain rateable 
value be allowed freedom of action in this matter, smaller towns 
being placed under the control of a county library committee. 
Reference was also made to the Report on Libraries and Museums 
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by the Adult Education Committee of the Ministry of Reconstruc- 
tion and to the possible effect of this report upon the relations 
between the Public Library and Education Authorities having 
regard to the powers recently granted under the new Education 
Act. It was recommended that copies of this report should be 
circulated to all members of the Library Committees. Considerable 
discussion ensued, the President, Councillor Compston, Councillor 
Pilling (Haslingden) and Messrs. Singleton, Briars, Woolston and 
Ashton took part, Mr. Shaw briefly replying. 

Some discussion also took place upon the Provisional Orders 
recently granted to Manchester and Liverpool extending their 
powers under Local Acts for the levying of a Library rate. 

At th: close of the business meeting a visit was paid to the works 
of Messrs. Hoyle, Hoyle & Co., shoe and slipper manufacturers, 
Rawtenstall being the largest centre of the slipper industry in the 
world, and Messrs. Hoyle’s mill one of many large ones im the district 

The delegates were afterwards entertained to tea by Mr. H. H. 
Bolton, J.P., to whom, as also to Messrs. Hoyle & Hoyle, the 
Rawtenstall Library Committee and Mr. Wilkinson sincere thanks 
were tendered for the hospitable way in which the arrangements 
for the meeting had been carried out. It afforded considerable 
pleasure to the members to welcome once more many who have been 
actively engaged for some time past in war work. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The renewed after-war activities of the Library Assistants’ 
Association are a happy omen for the future success of the cause. 
The ‘‘ Renaissance” of the movement began with an enthusiastic 
meeting held at the Stoke Newington Public Library on 
Wednesday, 14th May. 

Even more successful was the Twenty-fourth Annual Meeting 
held on Wednesday, 25th June, at the National Library for the 
Blind. The chair was occupied by the President, Miss Ethel 
Gerard, and there was a record attendance. The adoption of the 
Annual Report was moved by the President, seconded by the Vice- 
President, Mr. R. F. Bullen, and unanimously adopted. In 
referring to the Report, the President intimated the difficulties 
under which the Association had worked during the year, and 
welcomed back, on behalf of the Association, the members of the 
Profession who had returned from active service. She also proffered 
the good wishes of the Association to Mr. Bolton in his new sphere 
as Chief Librarian of Watford, and spoke appreciatively of the 
long-continued and enthusiastic help rendered to the Association 
both by himself and by Mrs. Bolton. 

Dr. A. E. Baker addressed the meeting on the subject of the 
proposed institution of a Library School at the University College, 
London, in October, stating that the Carnegie United Kingdom 
Trust had made a grant of £7,500 as an experimental measure of 
five years’ duration. 
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Dr, Baker intimated that there would be a two years’ course 
with continuous instruction, and, for students who could not devote 
the whole of their time in this way, classes, held chiefly in the 
afternoon, for the various subjects of the syllabus. He made 
mention of the difficulties of attendance at the College for students 
already working in libraries, at the same time suggesting the 
advisability of their making every effort to support the new 
Library School, in order that they might acquire qualifications 
which would justify the better remuneration which was being asked 
for. Dr. Baker explained that a new Examination Syllabus was 
about to be introduced by the Library Association, including an 
elementary course meant to be preparatory to the ordinary course ; 
and that the Library Association would continue to issue a Diploma 
in addition to the one to be issued under the Seal of the University 
of London. In the discussion which followed, objection was made to 
this arrangement, several who were present expressing the opinion 
that those who gained the University Diploma in Librarianship 
would take precedence over the Library Association Diplomates 
as far as Municipal Councils and other outsiders were concerned, 
and that this was not fair to the latter unless their Diploma bore 
some mark by which such outsiders could recognise its equality 
with that issued.in connection with the University. 

After the result of the Ballot for Officers and Council for the 
ensuing year had been announced, the new President, Mr. R. F. 
Bullen, Deputy-Librarian of the Poplar Public Libraries, took the 
chair, and having made response to the hearty welcome which was 
accorded to him, the meeting concluded, and those present 
adjourned to take part in a Conversazione which had been arranged 
as an official welcome to members returned from active service. 
Talk flowed freely as the refreshments were handed round, and 
fron. time to time, pianoforte recitals were given by Mr. Spanner, 
songs by the Misses Baker and Voss, and recitations by Mrs. Harris 
and Miss Sureties, all of which were much appreciated. 

Such is the renewal of life which the Library Assistants’ Associa- 
tion has experienced during the last few months, and in addition, 
General Purposes and Finance, Education, and Publications and 
Press Committees have been elected as before the War, so that if 
assistants will only /ook ahead, and do everything in their power to 
support their Association, by working for it and by enlisting new 
members, it will become a strong and flourishing body, able to 
protect their interests, and to advance the aims and ideals of their 
profession generally. 

G. R. 
South Coast Branch Annual Meeting. 


The Seventh Annual Meeting of the South Coast Branch of the 
L.A.A. was held on Wedneslay, July 2nd, at the Wrothing Public 
Library. The members were glad to see present Mr. J. Hutt, M.A., 
Chief Librarian of Portsmouth and a Vice-President of the Branch 
Association, and Mrs. Hutt. A telegram was received from Mr. 
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H. D. Roberts, M.B.E., Director of the Public Library, etc., 
Brighton, regretting his inability to be present. After tea, kindly 
provided by Miss Frost, Chief Librarian and Curator, Worthing, 
the annual business meeting took piace, when Mr. W. Law, 
Chairman of the Branch, presided over a capital attendance. Mr. 
A. Webb, the Hon. Secretary, submitted the annual report, which 
showed that notwithstanding the difficult times of the last five 
years the Association was in a very flourishing condition. The 
present membership of the Branch is 44 (2 Fellows, 13 Members, 
and 29 Associate Members.) During the year 10 Associates have 
been enrolled, whilst four have resigned. The usual quarterly 
meetings were of necessity abandoned—but with the dawn of Peace, 
the return of the men to their usual vocations, and the active 
co-operation of all concerned it is confidently hoped that a speedy 
revival of activity will take place. 

The Committee have congratulated Mr. A. M. Hamblyn (East- 
bourne) on his gaining the M.S.M. The thanks of the Committee 
and members generally are due to Miss Gerard, who in addition to 
her office of Hon. Treasurer, carried out the secretarial duties 
during the absence of the Hon. Secretary. The statement ot 
receipts and expenditure showed a credit balance of £3 5s. 11d. 

Officers and Committee for the ensuing year were elected as 
follows :—Hon. President : Miss M. Frost (Worthing). Hon. Vice- 
Presidents: Mr. W. R. Butterfield (Hastings), Mr. J. H. 
Hardcastle (Eastbourne), Mr. J. Hutt, M.A. (Portsmouth), Mr. 
A. C. Piper (Winchester), and Mr. H. D. Roberts, M.B.E. 
(Brighton). Committee: Misses Young and Barnett (Brighton), 
Miss Dean (Worthing), Messrs. Hynes and Mew (Hove), and 
Mr. Hamblyn (Eastbourne). With reference to the Hon. President, 
Miss Frost, who has been a Vice-President since 1912, succeeds 
Mr. H. D. Roberts, who held that office with marked 
ability from the inception of the Branch in 1912 until this year. 
The Committee passed a resolution expressing their appreciation 
of the many services rendered to the Branch by Mr. Roberts, and 
congratulating him upon the honour recently conferred upon him 
by H.M. the King of Italy. Mr. Roberts has again generously 
placed a prize of a guinea at the disposal of the Committee. During 
the meeting the Hon. Secretary submitted a report as delegate to 
the 24th annual meeting of the L.A.A. held in London on 25th 
June last. Mr. Webb described the new library school which is 
being established at University College, London, and considerable 
discussion took place, those taking part including the Misses Frost 
and Young, and Messrs. Law, Hutt and Webb. 

Mr. Law welcomed Miss Frost to the presidential chair, amidst 
applause. After a few appropriate remarks, Miss Frost called upon 
Mr. Webb to deliver an informal address, ‘‘ To Macedonia——and 
back,’ based on his experiences in the army. 

Votes of thanks to Miss Frost, the Worthing Staff and Mr. Webb 
terminated the proceedings. 
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L.A. EXAMINATIONS, 1919. 
Section 1.—Literary History. 

Nine candidates entered, 5 sat, 4 passed. 

Honours: Mr. H. Harris, Addison Mansions, W. 

Merit ~ Nil. 

Pass: Miss D. Bluck, Bolton; Mr. O. King Smith, Borough 
Green, Kent; Miss M. Powell, Somerville House, St. Leonards. 

Section 4.—CaTAaLoGuine. 

Twenty-four candidates entered, 23 sat, 17 passed. 

Honours: Nil. 

Merit: Nil. 

Pass: Mr. G. R. Axon, Manchester; Mr. W. J. Chamberlain, 
Ilford; Miss A. S. Cooke, Gloucester; Miss N. Gronno, Manches- 
ter; Mr. F. Hughesdon, 41, Murray Road, Wimbledon; Miss 
A. L. Long, Liverpool; Mr. R. W. Lynn, Sunderland; Mr. H. G. 
Massey, Cheltenham ; Mr. J. E. Percival, Darlington; Mr. F. W. 
Poulter, Dublin; Miss E. A. Piling, Liverpool; Mr. F. A. 
Richards, Bournemouth; Miss E. Stubbs, Liverpool; Miss M. 
Swadling, Reading ; Miss F. L. Talmey, Hove; Miss L. M. Talmey, 
Hove; Mr. H. V. Woods, Bournemouth. 

Section 5.—Liprary ORGANISATION. 

Eight candidates entered, 8 sat, 7 passed. 

Honours: Nil. 

Merit: Mr. E. Luke, Plumstead; Miss J. Webster, Lincoln. 

Pass: Mr. R. Haxby, Leeds; Mr. T. W. McLaren, Waltham- 
stow; Miss M. Peacock, Wallasey; Mr. A. J. Peck, Enfield; 
Mr. L. J. Turner, Croydon. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
SOCIALISTIC LITERATURE. 

Dear Sir,—In the ‘‘ Labour Leader” for July 10th last (page 
9), there is a letter by Mr. Wilfred Whiteley which should give 
Library Committees and Librarians food for thought. This gentle- 
man recommends readers of the ‘‘ Labour Leader’ to make a fuller 
use of their opportunity to enter in the suggestion books in the 
Public Libraries the titles of socialistic books. ‘‘In this way,” 
writes Mr. Whiteley, ‘‘ we should be spreading the influence of our 
literature, and at the same time we should be creating a bigger 
demand for our books.’ The writer of the letter describes himself 
as ‘‘ Sales Organiser.” 

This idea of how Public Libraries may be used by “‘ sales 
organisers” or propagandists is not new, but I think it well that 
Librarians should know that a demand for a particular kind of 
socialistic literature is being deliberately and systematically 
arranged.—-Yours, etc., 

P.S.—-I enclose my card. FAWCET BANK. 
The Editor, ‘‘ The Library World.” 

July 14, 1919. 
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